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state and subjected all her economic and social institutions to
daily ridicule. The new relationship was promoted, if not made
possible, by the intervention of M. Herriot. It was M. Herriot
and the effect of his journey to Russia, described in the preceding
chapter, that drove France into the wake of the Soviet, despite
many protests from various quarters. M. Herriot himself has
openly declared that it was his ambition to counter the "dan-
gerous intentions of Hitlerism" by an alliance with the "no\*
pacific Soviet Union." At the same time the Soviet press, whicl
quite recently had been describing France as the essence o:
capitalism and imperialism, hailed her as a friend of peace anc
of the Soviet Union.
When M. Herriot's journey for "private study" was followec
by an official visit from M.Pierre Cot, then French Air Minister
the future attitude of France towards the Soviet Union, wit]
all its consequences, was finally decided. The same thinj
happened ten years previously in Germany. The press, in s<
far as it was under official influence (and in foreign politic
this is true of very many French papers) had to observe silenc
about everything that might hurt the susceptibilities of France
new friends in Moscow. The change of attitude of the Temp,
the most influential paper in the field of foreign affairs, wa
particularly instructive. With M. Herriot's arrival in Russi
all reports of famine and death in that country ceased t
appear in its columns.
Naturally enough the Temps and official circles general]
did not execute this volte-face in their treatment of Bolshevis]
and of Soviet conditions with perfect ease. It was felt th
some explanation of the sudden change was due to the papei
readers- Accordingly, the Temps of September 30, 1933, pul
lished an artide on Diplomatie Sovietique^ by Etienne Fournc
which contained the following significant remarks on the n€
relationship between France and Soviet Russia. "There is
conflict between our moral and our political judgment. Tl
is embarrassing to us. Both are justified, but they are of vc

